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I am proud to present a very special edition
of Algoma U Today.  This issue includes the first
Annual Report to the Algoma University
community.

It has been just over a year since Algoma
University emerged as its own entity in the
spectrum of Ontario universities, and since
then the pace of change has been dizzying.
From construction on campus, to the number
of new students choosing Algoma U, to new
programs and research partnerships - there can
be no doubt good things are happening here.

In September, we welcomed the largest
incoming class Algoma U has ever seen.
Almost 400 new students from Sault Ste. Marie,
across Ontario, and 17 other countries joined
the Algoma U community this fall.

It was only days after the start of fall classes
that construction on the next phase of campus
development at Algoma University - the $16
million Biosciences and Technology
Convergence Centre - took off.  The foundation
of the building will be in place before the snow
flies and the doors will open March 2011.
Visit www.algomau.ca/biosciences-webcam
to watch the Centre take shape.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
By: Deborah Loosemore, CFRE    Director of Advancement and External Relations, Algoma University
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Next in the development pipeline are the
Algoma University Centre for Creative Arts and
Music, renovations and additions to the George
Leach Centre, and new residence buildings.
This is all possible because of the commitment
of the municipal, federal and provincial
governments, as well as unprecedented support
from the community.

The Algoma University Foundation is about to
embark on a major fundraising campaign to
help finance the changes to the campus, and
build the endowment to provide more
scholarships and bursaries to deserving
students. Generous donors have already had a
tremendous impact on the campus and our
students; we know that donations to this
campaign will help Algoma University benefit
students and the community far into the future.
You will see more news about these efforts as
time goes on, however, please don’t hesitate to
contact me if you have any questions today.

As we head into the holiday season and look
forward to the year ahead, I know that we are
all hoping for a bright 2010.  To all alumni,
students, families, faculty, staff and generous
supporters of Algoma University - best wishes
for the holidays and a happy new year!

For information about this publication please contact:

Communications Department 
Algoma University · 1520 Queen Street East
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada  P6A 2G4

(705) 949-2301 ext. 4120 · communications@algomau.ca
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But opportunities elsewhere didn’t appeal
to Stacey Devlin, Michael Kendall and
Kaitlyn Teller.

Each chose Algoma University.

As IB graduates, the trio has completed a
rigorous two-year program recognized around
the world.

The gifted teens appreciate how
thoroughly IB readied them for further
academic success.

ALGOMA U STEPPING STONE
TO AMBITIOUS FUTURE

FOR INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE GRADS

By: Rick McGee

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

After graduating with high honours from
the International Baccalaureate Programme
at Korah Collegiate last June, three local
students enjoyed virtually unlimited
educational options.

� IB students: Kaitlyn Teller, Stacey Devlin and Michael Kendall.

“We learned to do scholarly research and
became more mature,” Stacey says. “I definitely
feel more prepared for university because of
the IB Programme. I picked Algoma U over
other universities because I think the quality
will be better here. You can talk to your profs.
You won’t have to talk with teaching assistants,
as is the case at some institutions.”

A mix of first-year courses will help decide
a major, with English ranking as a good
possibility. Stacey anticipates eventually
pursuing post-graduate and, possibly,
doctoral degrees.

Michael describes the IB program as
“being surrounded by people who really want
to learn. We had a tightly knit group and a
great communal atmosphere. I decided on
Algoma U because I didn’t have to leave town
to get what I wanted. I like Algoma U’s
environment, the professors and the small class
sizes. They’re also building the new bioscience
wing and that’s important to a science guy. I’ll
be here when it opens.”

A four-year psychology degree and medical
school are planned. Michael wants to become
a psychiatrist. “I like looking at the unknown
and trying to develop an understanding of the
brain and how we behave.”

The medical profession also appeals to
Kaitlyn, who foresees a double concentration
in biology and mathematics. “Since Grade 5,
I’ve wanted to be a doctor. I’ve always had a
desire to help people and loved the sciences,
especially biology and chemistry. Medical
school will allow me to combine these
passions.”

But for now, she is happy addressing more
immediate priorities -- experiencing
university while staying close to her family.

Because relationships matter, Algoma U
fully complements Kaitlyn’s values. “It’s more
personalized here. Everyone is always reaching
out and doing their best to help students at
Algoma U.”

Korah IB Coordinator Patti Merelaid
appreciates Algoma U’s multi-faceted
support. “Our students gain from lessons in
research techniques and use of the Arthur
A. Wishart Library for research essays.
Later, Algoma U recognizes our graduates
with scholarships, bursaries and advanced
standing.”



A Native event in Southern Ontario three
years ago helped lead an outstanding
Peterborough student to university studies in
Sault Ste. Marie this fall.

Olivia Whetung chose Algoma University
after completing Grade 12 at Peterborough
Collegiate & Vocational School last spring.
A graduating average nudging 90 per cent
qualified her for a $2,500 entrance scholarship
to help offset first-year study costs.

“I began thinking about Algoma U after
visiting a booth the university had at a
powwow in Toronto,” Olivia recalls. “I was in
Grade 10 at the time. I wanted to study
Anishinabek.”

Olivia is a Mississauga Ojibwe and a
member of Curve Lake First Nation near
Peterborough.

“I know a few words in the language, but I
don’t really speak it yet,” she says. “I’m familiar
with some animal names, but I can’t put
sentences together. In my family, my
grandfather and a great-uncle can speak the
language.”

Language courses are offered through
Algoma U’s one-year Interdisciplinary
Indigenous Learning Certificate program and

via the Anishinaabemowin (Ojibwe) degree
path.

Algoma U’s size also caught Olivia’s
attention. “I didn’t want to be a number on a
list. It seems more authentic here. It seems like
the place to be to learn. My first class had 10
students. That’s smaller than my high school
classes. I could easily meet every student here.”

But small doesn’t mean limited academic
opportunities, Olivia quickly discovered.

“I’m amazed with the diversity of courses
at Algoma,” she notes.

While taking language courses, Olivia is
following another track towards a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree.

“I’ve always been interested in the visual
arts. Our teachers in high school encouraged
exploration. But my studies at Algoma U are
interest-driven. I haven’t decided yet what I
want to do (as a career), just what I want to
learn.”

While studying a long way from home,
Olivia’s new surroundings don’t seem totally
foreign.  “The Sault and Peterborough are very
similar in size and layout,” she observes. “But
the Native population is much larger here.”

FINDING AN “AUTHENTIC”
LEARNING EXPERIENCE

By: Rick McGee
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For Daniel St. Jules, choosing a university
was easy.  The Sault Ste. Marie boy wanted to
obtain a high-quality education close to
home.  “One of the reasons I decided on Algoma
U was the convenience and financial savings
that result from going to a local school,”
explains Daniel.

Daniel is a first-year student pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts with a double major in
Political Science and Law and Justice. He
elected to enrol in this program because he
enjoys languages, public speaking,
researching, and history. “This degree seemed
like the ideal combination of these elements,”
he says.

Daniel also runs his own business.
WebEnuity is a web design, graphics design
and marketing company that Daniel
established this past summer as an entry for
the Economic Development Corporation’s
(EDC) Summer Company Program. Daniel’s
venture was so successful that he won the
EDC Enterprise Centre’s High School
Business Plan Competition.

Daniel’s goals for his business further
demonstrate his appreciation for his
hometown. “Although WebEnuity is

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

online-based, I try to attract local markets in
order to give back to the community,” says
Daniel. “I’m able to essentially create my own
hours to work around my school schedule. For
example, I have as much as three hours
between classes. I can easily set up my laptop
and work from the Speak Easy during that
time.”

Daniel enjoys the ease of access to student
facilities with the Speak Easy and George
Leach Centre located steps away from his
classes.

Another benefit of Algoma U is the smaller
class sizes, says Daniel. “The idea of smaller
class sizes appealed to me because it provides
one-on-one time with professors.”

The close-knit and friendly atmosphere of
Algoma U also extends beyond the classroom.
Daniel says he likes participating in the social
activities offered at the school. “Frosh Week
was fun. It was a great chance to meet new
people as well as hang out with old friends,”
he remarks. “The events coordinated by the
older students are great ice breakers and the
friendly competition is a nice addition.”

For Daniel St. Jules, there’s no place like
home!

THE HOME ADVANTAGE OF
ALGOMA UNIVERSITY

By: Melanie Nolan
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Having earned a degree in English at the
mammoth (39,000 students) University of
Lagos in Nigeria’s teeming capital of 8,000,000
residents, Bola Olanrewaj wanted to continue
studies in much different surroundings.

Academic opportunities at Algoma U in
Sault Ste. Marie filled the bill.

“I have a personal interest in learning,” says
the 22-year-old. “I wanted something more
professional and challenging. I want to practice
as a lawyer. After studying Law and Justice at
Algoma University for three years, I will attend
law school for one additional year back home
in Nigeria.”

Bola (shortened from Abimbola) reached
Toronto in early September and came north
a few days later. Adapting to new
circumstances hasn’t proven difficult, in part
because she had carefully researched her
eventual destination in advance.

“Algoma U is very friendly, warm and
welcoming,” the international student says.
“I like it here. It’s been fun for me. I thought I’d
be homesick but I’m not. I like the way people
receive you.”

The smaller community feels equally
comfortable. “I like the size and quiet of Sault

Ste. Marie,” continues Bola. “It will help me
with my studies.”

In short order, the newcomer discovered a
destination popular among locally rooted
peers. “I love going to Station Mall and
shopping at the stores there.”

Academic life at Algoma U began smoothly,
too. “Classes started beautifully,” notes Bola.
“The professors take the time to explain things
so you can understand what they’re teaching.
I also like the course outlines so I know where
I’m going and what’s expected.”

Living on campus has facilitated making
new friends. “Getting to know people is easier
in residence because you have roommates,”
she says.

While most of the transition has been easy,
Bola admits to some anxiety in one area.
“I’m not looking forward to winter. I’m
starting to get myself guarded for it.”

But snow and cold are minor
inconveniences in the overall scheme of
things. Bola recognizes her good fortune, as
do her folks back home. “My parents are
excited that I came to Canada and am
continuing my education here,” she says,
smiling happily.

LAGOS TO SAULT STE. MARIE:
A SMOOTH JOURNEY

By: Rick McGee

AN INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIP
OPENS NEW DOORS

By: Michael Ward

For his internship, Sergio worked with
Dr. George Townsend in Algoma U’s
Brain-Computer Interface lab.

“I’m very happy to have worked with Dr.
Townsend. I knew the theoretical aspects of my
profession from studying at UTL, but to then
gain the hands-on experience sharpened my
skills and deepened my understanding of the
material. My English improved considerably
in both business and technical matters, and I
think this will create more job opportunities
for me in Mexico.”

“Working with Dr. Townsend was excellent
because he was always open to sharing his
knowledge and expertise. He was always asking
me if I wanted to learn more; he was like a
mentor to me.”

After he graduates from UTL with his
certificate in Mechatronics, Sergio plans to
obtain a certificate in engineering and then
approach multinational companies for
employment. His experience of undertaking
an internship in English will be a definite
asset.

Sergio is happy to say that he feels he made
“the best decision” in coming to Canada and
Algoma U. Even an unseasonably cool and
wet summer in Sault Ste. Marie didn’t
dampen his enthusiasm.

Sergio Salvador is a graduating student
from the Universidad Tecnológica de León
(UTL) in Mexico. He carries an academic
average of 97% and speaks three languages,
including fluent English. For his graduation
requirements, Sergio needed to spend 10
weeks interning within his professional field.
With his outstanding credentials, he received
a full scholarship for an international
placement. Sergio had the option to go to
France, but he chose Algoma University
instead.

“I think that Algoma U is a great place; it
has a great infrastructure. There are labs, a
gym, tennis courts, a soccer field and other
amenities. It is a really good environment for
students, and I was kept busy with social
activities. As for the city, I find it relaxed and
comfortable. I was happy to stay with a
Canadian family during my time here, as they
introduced me to special activities such as
camping, tubing and four-wheeling. I also
liked the different events that the city holds.”

Sergio has been studying Mechatronics, a
multi-disciplined field that includes
electronics, mechanics, and programming.

“When I arrive back in Mexico, I will be
speaking about my experiences to encourage
other students to study abroad. Leaving your
family and familiar surroundings allows you
to gain many important experiences and to
learn about becoming responsible and
independent.”



ALGOMA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2008-2009

A L G O M A  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

Mark Lajambe

The Algoma University College Foundation raises funds for scholarships and bursaries, capital projects and special
projects at Algoma University. First incorporated in 1982, the Foundation now manages an endowment of $2.8 million.
Dedicated volunteers helped the Foundation raise $130,000 through the 2008-09 Annual Campaign, further assisting
students and supporting special projects at Algoma University.  In addition to helping to provide scholarships and
bursaries to many students, volunteers and donors have helped support the Arthur A. Wishart Library, the Varsity Sports
Program, and many other facets of the campus.
Recently the Foundation agreed to take on a bigger challenge. Algoma University is embarking on an ambitious campus
expansion program that includes new buildings as well as significant investments in new degree programs. Research is
also becoming more of a priority, and with the new Biosciences and Technology Centre due to open its doors in March
2011, Algoma University will host a number of new projects and partners. The university is also anticipating a continued
increase in the number of students as Algoma University becomes better known across the province. As a direct result
of these plans, the Foundation is preparing for an ambitious fundraising campaign to raise significant funds to assist
Algoma University in reachings its goals.
This campaign requires commitment and support from volunteers, alumni, and the community. Brian Curran, President
and CEO of the PUC has agreed to lead our efforts, and we are confident that we will reach our goal over the next three
years. The provincial government has provided a tremendous vote of confidence in our community by creating Algoma
University as a stand-alone institution and by continuing to invest in Sault Ste. Marie’s university. Now it is up to our
community to carry forward this commitment and help build Algoma University, Sault Ste. Marie’s university, for
our future.
We wish to thank the members of the Board of Directors, the volunteer committees and the staff who are all working
together on these campaigns, and we look forward to celebrating many successes as we stride forward to our goal.

Deborah Loosemore

VOLUNTEERS (2008-2009)
We are proud to list the following volunteers who have so kindly given of their time and talents.  Their dedication and enthusiasm are a vital part
of the engine of change and growth that is Algoma University and its Foundation.  We thank them for their commitment and support.

ALGOMA UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Chair: Bud Wildman
Vice-Chair: Brady Irwin
Lisa Bell-Murray
Mike Cachagee*
James Caicco

Dr. Joan Foley
Vanessa Gastaldo
Dave Galotta
Mark Kontulainen

Tim Lavoie
Don Mitchell
Aideen Nabigon
Dr. Robert Rutherdale

ALGOMA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair: Mark Lajambe
Vice-Chair: Brian Curran
Les Dunbar

Greg Peres*
Sheila Purvis-Garson
Andrew Ross

Anthony Rossi
Brenda Stenta
Michael Tulloch

ALGOMA U ALUMNI COUNCIL
Chair: Andrew Ross
Vice-Chair: Brian Leahy
Sharil Acquin

Les Dunbar
Jessica Ferlaino
Craig Kohler

Bruce Lenton
Dave Pitcher
Cheryl Rancourt

Suzanne Perigord
Josh Pringle
Joel Tarantini

Vanessa Gastaldo
Nancy Komsa
Cathy McLelland

Claudette Chevrier-Cachagee
Jason Collins
Ray DeRosario
Les Dunbar

Amy Sayers
Christine Sayers*
Frances Sewards
The Hon. Justice Ray Stortini
Ex-Officio - Dr. Celia Ross

Ex-Officio - Deborah Loosemore
- Dr. Celia Ross
- Bud Wildman

Student Reps - Jennifer Perron
- Vanessa Gastaldo

Ex-Officio - Bev Teller

ALGOMA U
FOUNDATION ANNUAL
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Sheila Purvis-Garson
Brenda Stenta
Ex-Officio - Bev Teller

ALGOMA U
FOUNDATION COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Brian Curran
Dr. John Fabbro
Alex Harry, Q.C.
Hugh N. MacDonald
Peter Nixon
Greg Peres
Frances Sewards
Ex-Officio - Bev Teller

ALGOMA U
FOUNDATION
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Chair: Mark Lajambe
Vice-Chair: Andrew Ross
Treasurer: Anthony Rossi
Ex-Officio - Deborah Loosemore

- Dr. Celia Ross

ALGOMA U
FOUNDATION
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chair: Anthony Rossi
Anthony Pucci
Gary Wegener
Ex-Officio - Deborah Loosemore

- Mark LajambeALGOMA U
FOUNDATION
GOLF TOURNAMENT
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Chair: Don Mitchell
Gino Cavallo
Brian Curran
Shawn Dagenais
Jim McAuley
Dave Pitcher
Andrew Ross
Ex-Officio - Bev Teller

ALGOMA U FOUNDATION
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
Chair: Cathy McLelland
Rob Coleman
Nancy Komsa
Andrew Ross
Ex-Officio - Mark Lajambe

- Deborah Loosemore

ALGOMA U FOUNDATION
JOHN R. RHODES SCHOLARSHIP
DINNER COMMITTEE
Chair: Les Dunbar
Danny Alessandrini
Joy Cohen
Rob Cohen
Tom Dodds
Vincent Greco
Joe Krmpotich

Cathy McLelland
Dave Saunders
Michael Tulloch
Rob Wildman
Anthony Zappacosta
Ex-Officio - Deborah Loosemore

*Resigned or completed term

Mark Lajambe Deborah Loosemore, CFRE
Chair, Algoma University Foundation Executive Director, Algoma University Foundation
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ALGOMA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION
...Supporting Algoma U Students
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The Algoma U Foundation was created in 1981, mandated to provide
scholarships and bursaries to Algoma U students, fund capital
improvements to the campus and fund other special projects at
Algoma U.

The Algoma U Foundation Board and administration work together to
manage the assets of the Foundation which are raised through the annual
campaign, special events, endowed funds and capital campaign projects.
Collectively these funds are used to support our students’ success.

The Foundation leads the Annual Campaign, raising funds each year to
support scholarships and bursaries, the Arthur A. Wishart Library and
special projects and programs like varsity sports. Alumni, employees,
students and their families and members of the community donate
generously every year. Thanks to these contributions, Algoma University
is able to support students and maintain a great learning environment.

The Algoma U Foundation is embarking on a major philanthropic
campaign to build significant financial support for campus development
and growth, research projects, artistic programs, and financial support
for students. Essential Elements: The Campaign for Algoma U is a direct
result of the university’s plan to expand enrolment and develop capital
infrastructure, and will provide a solid foundation of financial stability
while building on strong community partnership opportunities.

Investment
Income &

Capital Gains
26%

Special Events
12%

Donations
62%

Capital
campaign
expenses

35%

Professional fees
3%

Fundraising and
volunteer
expenses

3%

Student Awards
and Financial

support
59%

Essential Elements will raise funds in support of three goal priority areas:

• Support university-led science research and fund state-of-the-art
laboratories and equipment for university researchers and students in
the new Biosciences and Technology Convergence Centre, scheduled
for completion March 2011. With the infusion of funding from the
provincial and federal governments to construct the building, this
initiative will help bring together teaching, research and commercial
activities in a dynamic new structure.

• Provide funds to support campus expansion and arts education centered
in the new Algoma University Centre for Creative Arts and Music,
to be built adjacent to the historic Shingwauk Hall. The new academic
building will provide Algoma University with the infrastructure
necessary to expand and develop its Fine Arts and Music programs,
including the new and growing Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, and
provide a home for its longstanding partner, the Algoma Conservatory
of Music.

• Invest in students and build for the future by growing the University’s
endowment.  A well-funded scholarship and bursary program is
instrumental in making Algoma U even more inviting to talented
students, and helping students with financial limitations to continue
their education.

Gifts to the campaign will help Algoma University achieve its goals, and
provides the essentials elements for a strong, growing university community.
The Foundation invites you to learn more about this transformative
opportunity by contacting Virginia Zinser, Campaign Director at
705-949-2301, ext 4123 or by email: virginia.zinser@algomau.ca

Algoma U Foundation 2008-09 Expenses

Algoma U Foundation 2008-09 Revenue
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JOHN R. RHODES
SCHOLARSHIP
The John R. Rhodes Scholarship was
established in 1979 through the
generous support of friends of the late
John Rhodes and his family. This
prestigious scholarship is offered to
students entering their first year of
university studies who have
demonstrated academic achievement
and community leadership while
involved in political, social, or
academic activities.  Each year the
Algoma U Foundation hosts the John
R. Rhodes Scholarship Dinner to raise
funds to support the John R. Rhodes
Scholarship.

ASKIN FAMILY BURSARY
The Askin Family Bursary was
established by Muriel Askin, a
committed community activist and
dedicated volunteer. Born and raised
in Sault Ste. Marie, Mrs. Askin is a
passionate supporter of the Sault. She
hopes to help encourage families and
young people to work and raise their
families here.

SCOTIABANK
STUDENT ASSISTANCE
Thanks to a generous donation from
Scotiabank Canada, this fund provides
awards annually to Anishinaabe (First
Nation, Métis, or Inuit) students
enrolled full-time in the Business
Administration program. Candidates
must show a demonstrated financial
need and have an academic average of
70% or better.

DONOR PROFILES

Name: Julia Duncan

Program of Study: BA English

Bursary Received: John R. Rhodes Scholarship

Impact of bursary: This scholarship has meant a great

deal to me and has significantly assisted me in my

studies at Algoma University. It has encouraged me

during my undergraduate program and I would

like to thank all those who have contributed to the

John R. Rhodes Scholarship for your interest in education.

Name: Jennifer Perron
Program of Study: BBA, Marketing

& Human Resources (Hons)Bursary Received: Scotiabank Student Assistance AwardImpact of bursary: With the increasing cost of tuition,I consider myself very fortunate to receive any kindof financial reward for my studies. If I did not receivethis award I would not be able to participate as arepresentative on the student union and would mostlikely have to find part time employment that couldinterfere with my academic standing. With this awardI was able to pay for textbooks.
    Scotiabank encourages its employees to volunteer,fundraise and get involved in their communities.They have created scholarships and bursaries withinstitutions across Canada and internationally thatfinancially support women, the disabled and minoritiesstudying business.

    I hope that someday I have the means to do whatthey have done for me.



ALGOMA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION ENDOWED FUNDS

2008-2009

A L G O M A  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

Our sincerest appreciation to the following individuals who have generously donated to the following endowed bursary funds in 2008-2009.

Alexander M. Ross Bursary
Alexander M. Ross

Algoma U Student Humanitarian Award,
in memory of Dr. G. E. Mohamed
Sanford Fleming
Henry Leung
Noble F. Lalbiharie
Dominic Tang
Sharon Indrevold
Laurie L. Hill
Lois Nelder
Adebusola O. Onayemi
Gordon Wong
Ray Smith
Armand Weaver
W.E. Waymouth
Myrtle Indrevold
George Shunock
Marc Pearce
Gail Faurschou
Nilo Fabbro
Donald MacWilliam
Joyce Mohamed

Askin Family Bursary
Muriel Askin

Dr. Ken McLarty Research Award
Elsie Tyler
Carolyn McLarty

Gerald E. Nori, Q.C. Student Assistance Fund
David M. Paciocco

Kenneth and Colleen Moodie Scholarship
Colleen C. Moodie
Maija Craig

Living Learning Student Assistance Fund
Paul Adams

Paul & Bricken Dalseg, Pioneers of Lake-of-the-Woods
Student Award
Elmer Tuominen
Carol Neave

The Hogg Family Endowment for the Carolyn Harrington Award
David R. Taylor

The Peter McGregor Memorial Award
Nancy Butler
Rob McGregor
Darrell Powell
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ALGOMA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION ENDOWED FUNDS

Our sincerest appreciation to the thoughtful and generous donors who have established the following endowed bursary funds.

Alexander M. Ross Bursary
Algoma U Student Humanitarian Award,
  in memory of Dr. G. E. Mohamed
Askin Family Bursary
Brookfield Power First Nations Environmental Science Student Award
Carl J. Sanders Scholarship
Dr. Edwin Giesbrecht Mathematics Award
Dr. Jong You Student Award
Dr. Ken McLarty Research Award
Dr. Robert Ewing Geography Award
Dr. Robert V. d’Amato Student Award, established by Theatre Algoma
Edward & Frank McGrath Award
Edward & Frank McGrath Award of Excellence
Essar Student Award
Evan D. Young Memorial Award
Gerald E. Nori, Q.C. Student Assistance Fund
Gloria Jean Grossett Student Award
Great-West Life Student Assistance Fund
Great-West Life Student Assistance Fund for Indigenous Students
Indigenous Students Assistance Fund
Johanna Bischoping Award
John Deakin Buckley Walton Scholarship
John Hayes Jenkinson, B.E.M., Memorial Scholarships in History

John R. Rhodes Scholarship Fund
Judge John Hay McDonald & Mrs. Vera McDonald Memorial Scholarship
Judge M.G. Gould Student Award
Katherine Jean Dunster Student Award
Kenneth and Colleen Moodie Scholarship
Living Learning Student Assistance Fund
Métis Nation of Ontario Award
Paul & Bricken Dalseg, Pioneers of Lake-of-the-Woods Student Award
Peggy & Willmont MacDonnell Scholarship
Sar-Gin Developments (Sault) Ltd. Student Award
Sault Recreation Hockey Association Fun through Recreation Award
Scotiabank International Merit Scholarship
Scotiabank Student Assistance Fund
Shingwauk Anishinaabe Students Association Student Fund
The Bud & Anne Wildman Scholarship
The Hogg Family Endowment for the Carolyn Harrington Award
The Peter McGregor Memorial Award
The Very Reverend Meletios Christoforou Scholarship
The William M. Hogg Scholarship
Tulloch Engineering Student Award
USW Local 2251 Student Award, Established by John Kallio
Walter Yurechuk Memorial Scholarship
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A L G O M A  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

We take this opportunity to thank the individuals, corporations, businesses, organizations and foundations who donated to the
Algoma U Foundation’s Annual Campaign in the 2008-2009 fiscal year.

2008 - 2009 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

ALGOMA U FUND
The Algoma U Fund provides funding to Algoma University where it is most needed.

President’s Circle
(Donations of $2,500 - $4,999)
Dr. Celia Ross

Dean’s Circle
(Donations of $1,000 - $2,499)
Ray DeRosario
Dr. Lou & Mae Lukenda
 Charitable Foundation
Robert J. Dumanski
Lonventure Capital Fund
Deborah Loosemore
Joseph Lucchetti
Rotary Club of Sault Ste Marie
Fredrick J. Skeggs

Friend’s Club
(Donations of $500 - $999)
Brian Curran
Karen Doyle
Les Dunbar
Mario Mannarino
MGP Architects-Engineer Inc.
Don B. Mitchell
O’Neill, DeLorenzi, Cresswell, Ostroski
 Law Firm
Dr. William Osei
Krista Pearson
Cheryl Rancourt
Alexander M. Ross
Anthony S. Rossi
Wishart Law Firm LLP

Builder’s Club
(Donations of $250 - $499)
Michael Cachagee
DOI - Dumanski Office Interiors
Kim LeBlanc-Turpin
Dr. Tony Sharman
Charles Vaillancourt
Virginia Zinser
Anonymous (1)

Future’s Club
(Donations of $100 - $249)
Dr. Rose M. Caicco
Wayne A. Chorney
Dr. Peter Chudoba
James Dalgliesh
John Diluzio
Anthony J. Dionisi
Walter Fioravanti
Stephania Hattie
Brady Irwin
Gizella Keppel-Jones
Elizabeth King
Shirley Macarthur
Diane Marshall
Ann McCutcheon
Don McEachern
Joyce E. Mertes
Michael Plastino Chartered Accountant
Dan O'Connor
Alison Patterson
Peterson & Peterson Law Firm
Connor Rankin
Andrew C. Ross
Glynn Rouse
Dr. Robert Rutherdale
James Sproule
Melinda Thomas
John Willinsky
Michael Young
Anonymous (6)

Supporter’s Club (Donations of $1 - $99)
Theresa Artuso-Guild
Terence Bos
Alison Brooks
Vincent Buczel
John M. Burke
Muriel Butsch
Dr. Nairne Cameron
Silvana E. Casola
Dr. Michel Chevrier
Ann-Marie Ciaschini
Dora E. Cook
Sheila Craig-Ricard
Sheryl B. DeRose
Angus Dunlop
Anne Dunn
Samuel Fera
Phyllis M. Filipetti
Janis L. Frederick
Tiffany Gallivan
Elmer Garrett
Sandra Gordon
Honourable Justice James Greco
Dr. George W. Green
Ian D. Hugill
Laura L. Isaacs
Lise Jamieson
Shirley A. Kent
Mark Lajambe
Bruce Lenton
Rose Linklater
Dave & Denise MacGillivray
Adele Madigan

Santo Maione
Reverend Edward F. Mantle
Wilma E. McCaig
Travis McEwen
Jack McGoldrick
Kathleen McMaster
Rocky Miron
Sharon Moroso
Michaela Murphy
Nicole Muskaluk
Chris Paci
Martha M. Patterson
Andy Pavoni Jr.
Suzanne Perigord
Juhani Pulkkinen
Ella Jean Richter
Phyllis Robertson
Angela Romano
Faye C. Smedley
Carmelina R. Spry
Gladys Strom
Maryanna Stumpo
Maxene G. Tarchuk
Elsie Tyler
Anne Wildman
Wendy Wilson
Donna Woldanski
Lorrie L. Wolowich
Art Yeo
Marlene Zuccato
Anonymous (8)
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ARTHUR A. WISHART LIBRARY
Donations to the Arthur A. Wishart Library are used to secure research materials for Algoma U students.

Founder’s Circle
(Donations of $10,000+)
City of Sault Ste. Marie

Friend’s Club
(Donations of $500 - $999)
Nancy & Jim Tibbles

Builder’s Club
(Donations of $250 - $499)
Hugh N. MacDonald
Anonymous (2)

Future’s Club
(Donations of $100 - $249)
Ken Hernden
Sid Hilderley
Dr. Ken McLarty

Supporter’s Club
(Donations of $1 - $99)
Theresa Artuso-Guild
Karen Barsanti
Dr. Nairne Cameron
Janice Crowle

Pascuzzi & Berlingieri Law Firm LLP
Helen Pereira
Janice Perry

Dr. Michael DiSanto
Sandy Fulcher
Violet M. Goodfellow
Billi M. Grisdale-Briski

Sharon R. Mooney
Penny Tyrrel
Shelli J. Ubriaco
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SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES FUND
Donations to the Scholarships & Bursaries fund provides entrance and continuing scholarships, and other financial awards, to Algoma U students.

Dean’s Circle
(Donations of $1,000 - $2,499)
Michael G. Gekas
The Office Supply House (Sault) Ltd.

Friend’s Club
(Donations of $500 - $999)
John Paul Paciocco
Nancy & Jim Tibbles
Krista Pearson

Builder’s Club
(Donations of $250 - $499)
Dave Galotta
Honourable Justice James Greco
Hugh N. MacDonald
Nadine Robinson
Charles Vaillancourt
Anonymous (1)

Supporter’s Club (Donations of $1 - $99)
Erika Adam
Mark Allard
Patrick Bentley
Stephanie Boyle
Ivana B. Bruni
Lucille Carson
Pamela D. Cooper
Anna DaCosta
John Downs
Susan M. Duquette
Anne Ferris
Julie Hazelton
Cathy Hicks
Muriel Hornby
Melba Hyyrylainen
Sharon Indrevold
Jeannine Jefferson
Joanne E. Jenney
Dr. Krishna Kadiyala
Shirley A. Kent
Craig Kohler
Linda-Jo M. Labbee
Murray Lamothe
Martin (Kiem Khay) Liem
Joan Mackay

Future’s Club
(Donations of $100 - $249)
Paul & Rita Adams
Patricia A. Bettiol
Dr. Gayle Broad
Catherine Denomme
Nathan Dool
Dr. Robert Ewing
Dr. Joan E. Foley
Sue Harnden
Carol McFarlane
Lee McMenemy
Paul Paquette
Leona M. Paulson
Franklin D. Prouse
Margaret Simpson
Carmelina R. Spry
Laura J. Szczepaniak
Susan Traficante
Joan M. Walimaki
Michael C. Ward
Dr. Simon Xu
Anonymous (4)

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN NAMED STUDENT AWARDS
We are pleased to recognize the following donors who have provided non-endowed annual scholarship or bursary awards to Algoma U students.

Founder’s Circle
(Donations of $10,000+)
City of Sault Ste Marie

President’s Circle
(Donations of $2,500 - $4,999)
Shingwauk Anishinaabe
 Students Association

Friend’s Club
(Donations of $500 - $999)
Alan C. Anderson
Jeffery & Franca Broadbent
 - Law & Justice Bursary, in memory
 of Mary Broadbent & Rosaria Fata
Lions Club of St. Joseph Island
Sault Ste. Marie Zonta Foundation
Soo Mill Buildall

Builder’s Club
(Donations of $250 - $499)
Business and Professional
 Women’s Club

Dean’s Circle
(Donations of $1,000 - $2,499)
Algoma Central Properties Inc.
Brookfield Renewable Power
 - Sault Operations
OSSTF-AUSS District 35
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Michael Mancinelli
Chris McCullough
Elaine L. McFarling
Barbara A. McLean
Monica Murphy
Maria Murtha
Joyce Nicolson
Cindy Onofrio
Irma Orazietti
Dr. Arthur Perlini
Lorie Pitt
Paul N. Quesnele
Ronald D. Ross
Julie Schryer
Robert J. Tarantini
Carol A. Trotter
Emilia Vernelli
Jane Vienneau
Rita Wagner
Donald White
Angela Zambusi
Gregory Zambusi
Anonymous (6)

ALGOMA U THUNDERBIRD VARSITY SPORTS PROGRAM
Gifts to the Varsity Sports Program provide uniforms, equipment and travel support to Algoma U's student athletes.

T-Bird Team Champion
(Donations of $1,000+)
Dr. Celia Ross

T-Bird Game Champion
(Donations of $500 - $999)
Anonymous (1)

T-Bird Champion
(Donation of $250 - $499)
Brian Leahy
Anonymous (1)

T-Bird Fan
(Donations of $1 - $249)
Mark Kontulainen
Patricia Leahy
Debra A. Matthews

Lisa Varano
Anonymous (1)

Ian Nixon

IN MEMORIAM DONATIONS
Donations were made to the Algoma U Foundation to honour the memory of:

Myrtle Kell Harry Wolfe

Paul Casola
Vern Cheechoo
Christopher Farrell

Deborah Susan Hohenadel
MD. Sariful Islam
Brent King

Wesley Ontonovich
Suzanne L. Priddle-Luck
Ashley Pronk

Mohammad E. Shah
Marisa Stefano

Michael Wozny
Giordan Zin

GRAD CLASS CAMPAIGN - Class of 2009
Congratulations and thank you to the following members of the Class of 2009 who have chosen to commemorate their graduation from

Algoma U with a donation to the Class of 2009 Grad Gift.
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ALGOMA UNIVERSITY CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT
 June 9, 2008

Major Sponsors:
PUC Telecom
Algoma Insurance Group
Pino’s get fresh foods
Algoma’s Water Tower Inn
Staples Business Depot
Digital WebWorks
EZ Rock 100.5 FM
Second Hand World
Johnson Inc.

Premium Hole Sponsors:
Brookfield Renewable Power

MGP Architects - Engineer Inc.

RBC Royal Bank

STEM Engineering Group Inc.

Superior Digital Solutions Inc. (Xerox)

Superior Slag Products Inc.

Hole Sponsors:
Atlas Auto Parts

BDO Dunwoody LLP Chartered Accountants

Henderson Metal Fabricating Co. Ltd.

Laidlaw, Paciocco, Melville Law Firm

M.F. Tulloch Inc.

Palmer Construction Group Inc.

Royal Tire Service Ltd.

Superior Dodge Chrysler Ltd.

Hole-in-One Contest Sponsor:
Maitland Ford Lincoln Ltd.

Thank you to all of the participants, sponsors, prize donors, and volunteers who made the 2008 Algoma University Classic Golf Tournament,
held at the beautiful Crimson Ridge Golf Course, such a huge success. Over $31,500 was raised to support Algoma University's Scholarships &
Bursaries Program. These funds help to provide financial awards to qualifying students.  Now in its 7th year, the Algoma University Classic Golf

Tournament has raised $154,000 to assist post-secondary students with their educational goals.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!

Tournament Co-Sponsors:

This report acknowledges donations to the Algoma U Foundation for the period of May 1, 2008 to April 30, 2009. Donors’ names have been listed with
their permission. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report, errors and omissions may occur. Please accept our apologies and bring
any errors to the attention of the Advancement and External Relations Department by calling (705) 949-2301, ext 4125, so we may correct our records.
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ALGOMA UNIVERSITY:  FROM
GENERATION TO GENERATION

By: Nadine Robinson

Professor Tom McDowell followed in his
mother’s and grandmother’s footsteps by
attending Algoma U.

When he arrived, admittedly he was a
student with a view towards careerism: “the
journey wasn’t what I was interested in; I was
focused on the destination.”  It wasn’t until his
second year that a spark was lit, causing him
to change his life plans. “It was nothing that
I expected or intended - but a professor helped
me understand the value of knowledge for
itself,” said McDowell who is now in his third
year of full-time teaching in the Law & Politics
program. “Had I not gone to Algoma U,
I probably wouldn’t have considered the
academic route.”

His interest in political science, and
perhaps learning and teaching, was also
influenced by his family: “Some of my most
important formative experiences happened
around the dinner table with my grandmother
and mother. My grandmother talked politics
all the time, and I wanted to participate. In
order to do that competently, I had to learn
what they were talking about.”

McDowell’s grandmother, Margaret Chasty,
as part of the industrial class, could not gain
access to university in Glasgow in the 1940s.
She jumped at the chance later in life to attend
Algoma U to study English and French.

His mother, Barbara, also chose
Algoma U, gravitating towards psychology
and social welfare. She then went on to
teacher’s college and became an elementary
school teacher. “The family was very proud of
her - recognizing the challenge of returning to
school after being away for a decade and a
half.”

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

After Algoma U, McDowell completed his
final year of study at Laurentian and noted
that he was well prepared upon his arrival.
“We think we are small and sometimes
underestimate ourselves, but we pack a good
punch.”

A Masters degree in Political Science
specializing in political theory followed from
the University of Western Ontario. Then, a
sizeable Ontario graduate scholarship led
McDowell to a Masters in Journalism, after

which he was accepted into the prestigious
Ontario Legislative Internship Programme
before returning to Algoma U, this time to
teach.

“Algoma University is a special place with
a special mission. More so than most
universities, it performs an extraordinarily
important community function. It’s an honour
to come back and have the chance to give back
some of what was given to my family and me.”
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� Josh and Danae (Dufour) Ingram and Julia Dufour.

as my major and I want to go on an exchange
program that would allow me to go to Scotland
or England.”

After completing an Honours B.A., Julia
plans to enter a post-graduate journalism
program at Ryerson University, en route to a
career in news or writing about
entertainment.

While Julia has only begun her Algoma U
journey, older sister Danae (Dufour) Ingram
is nearing the end of hers.

Unlike Julia, she considered attending
university beyond Sault Ste. Marie. But the
availability of major financial savings
persuaded her to try Algoma U. “And I’m
glad I did,” Danae says now. “I was really
impressed with how my first year went.”

FAMILY TIES
By: Rick McGee

A local family’s growing tradition -- with
Algoma University at its centre -- added
another chapter this fall.

Julia Dufour followed two of her siblings
in choosing the hometown degree option.

“I always knew I’d go to Algoma U,” the
Korah Collegiate graduate says. “The thing
that decided it was the convenience of staying
at home, saving money and having one-on-
one time with my professors.”

Julia hopes her Algoma U path will include
an international component. “I’ll take English

After finishing an Honours Psychology
degree next spring, Danae will move into
speech pathology graduate studies, probably
at the University of Western Ontario. A
profession dedicated to helping others fits
naturally. Through her church, Bethel Bible
Chapel, Danae worked for two months as a
dormitory mother at a Zambian orphanage.

Danae met her husband Josh Ingram at
Algoma U. He will graduate next spring, too,
with an Honours English degree. The couple
was married last June in a ceremony attended
by some of their professors.

Luke Dufour started the tradition by
enrolling at Algoma in 2003.

“I decided to follow my passion and do a
degree in literature and history,” the
Algoma U alumnus recalls. “I really liked the
professors and the high standards they set.
My professors taught me how to see the world
differently and to think critically.”

Along the way, an exchange opportunity
allowed Luke to earn some credits at the
University of the Sunshine Coast in Australia.

Other travels followed in 2007 when Luke
and his wife Rebekah (Verdone) Dufour - who
also graduated in Honours English from
Algoma U - undertook social work
assignments in the Dominican Republic
through New Horizons Ministries. “The
experience changed our lives,” he says. “We
grew up more in two years than we would
have otherwise.”

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

� Luke and Rebekah (Verdone) Dufour.
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potential solutions and then build the
recommendation.”

A graduate of St. Mary’s College in Sault
Ste. Marie, Krista initially decided to attend
Algoma U for financial reasons but after
attending her first year her perspective quickly
changed.

“I think what started as a money-saving
idea turned into the best decision I ever made.
By staying local I was able to get a part-time
job at the OLG, which ended up being my full-
time employer once I graduated. Also, by being
at a smaller institution you are able to build
contacts and relationships with people whom
you will definitely need in your adult life.”

Krista was active in university life, being
elected Events Coordinator for students’
council and participating on a number of
university committees. She was a part of the
construction of a new wing of residence and
contributed to the development of the student
orientation program. Her students’ council
also organized a beach bash party involving
indoor hot tubs, which Krista believes to have
been a first. She says her time at Algoma U
was an exciting period for the university. She
was proud to be a part of it.

MOVING DOWN UNDER
By: Michael Ward

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

GAMING GRADUATE GLAD TO BE
A PART OF A NEW CHAPTER

FOR ALGOMA
By: Melanie Nolan

Although Chris enjoyed the independent
learning opportunities that the program
provided, he was also impressed with the level
of support offered to students. Even with
instructors on another continent, help was
never too far away.

“I liked the fact that when I was working
after traditional office hours, our coordinator
in Sault Ste. Marie was available to assist us,
on-site, almost every day until the university
closed.

This was augmented by the massive amount
of knowledge and expertise that our
coordinator brought to the table and the fact
that our professors were a simple e-mail or
Skype call away.”

Chris says his education from Algoma U
has equipped him with the tools needed to
succeed in the information technology field.
Now employed as a Security Analyst for the
Ontario Lottery and Gaming (OLG)
Corporation, Chris is responsible for
monitoring and assessing vulnerabilities, risk
and incoming threats to OLG’s IT
infrastructure.

Chris’ experience preparing his
dissertation was especially valuable in helping
him develop the skills required to meet the
challenges of his workplace.

“The research involved in my dissertation
has assisted me in being able to critically assess
any projects to which I am assigned. This
allows me to perform more thorough
investigations and more detailed assessments.”

When Chris Barnett applied to Algoma
University’s Masters degree program in
Computer Games Technology in September
2007, he wanted the opportunity to gain the
knowledge and skills required to succeed in
today’s competitive economy and a chance
to be a part of Algoma U history.

The specialized Masters program is offered
through the University of Abertay Dundee in
Scotland. Students study at a high-tech games
lab at Algoma U and receive live instruction
via video conference from professors in
Scotland.

Algoma U saw the first set of graduates
from the program this summer. Chris was a
part of the inaugural class.

“I chose Algoma University because it offered
a degree that I could not obtain anywhere else
in Canada,” explains Chris. “It was also being
hosted for the first time in the newly renovated
section of the university so it felt as if we were
being given the opportunity to break new
ground.”

With courses ranging from Games
Programming to Games Marketplace, the
degree offers students everything they need
to know to excel in the booming computer
gaming industry.

Chris also learned a lot from the Game
Design and Development course where
students are grouped in teams to develop a
full one-level game prototype.

“It was an interesting experience and
demonstrated the importance of project
communication and time management,”
explains Chris.

Chris says he would recommend Algoma
University to people who desire smaller class
sizes and an atmosphere where your professor
knows who you are, even if they are half way
across the globe!
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Krista Ciotti has always loved to travel,
so it’s perhaps no surprise that a chance
meeting in Greece led to her moving to the
land down under.

Since 2007 Krista has lived and worked in
Sydney Australia, famous for being home to
Bondi Beach, the Sydney Opera House and
the world’s largest natural harbour. She is
employed with 20th Century Fox Home
Entertainment which distributes all of FOX’s
DVD and Blu-Ray titles across Australia and
New Zealand.

Krista is an Inventory Analyst, charged with
overseeing the specialty retailer channel, the
equivalent to Canadian stores such as Future
Shop, HMV and Music World. She has found
the skills learned during Algoma U’s BBA
program to be very useful during the course
of her work.

“I think I approach every situation
similarly to how we would evaluate a business
case for school.  Look for all the variables,

“My experiences from my four years there
are lasting and I believe they have shaped me
into the person I am today. I am very proud of
my education and experiences at Algoma U
and I would recommend it to anyone.”



ALGOMA U CONVOCATION 2009

Algoma University celebrated its inaugural graduating class as an
independent university on Saturday, July 13th.  Approximately sixty
students elected to receive degrees granted by Algoma U, while another
one hundred had their degrees conferred by Laurentian University.

The students who chose to graduate with Algoma University degrees
wore new hoods designating their program of study. This year’s class
includes the first graduates in the Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree
program, the specialized Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and the Bachelor
of Business Administration (BBA) with specialization in Human
Resources. Graduating students in the Masters of Science in Computer
Games Technology program, who received their degrees from the
University of Abertay Dundee in Scotland, were also acknowledged by
Algoma U for their achievements.

Algoma University President
Dr. Celia Ross also wore new
Presidential regalia. The
Presidential regalia incorporates
the Algoma University colours of
navy blue and bloodroot with four
chevron bars on the sleeve. The
President’s regalia is unique among
academic vestments in that it
symbolizes the President’s rank and
authority as the chief official of the
institution.

A new university mace, a traditional
symbol of authority and knowledge
representing the need to protect
and nurture the search for
knowledge, was introduced as an
important ceremonial symbol of

Algoma University. The Mace was designed and fabricated by local artist
Michael Burtch. Crafted in bird’s eye maple, black walnut, copper, and
brass, each aspect of the mace represents an important characteristic of
Algoma University. The shaft reflects the strength and endurance of an
architectural column and is ringed in a fashion similar to medieval
columns.  The drums of the shaft are made of bird’s eye maple, a wood
that is rare, has mysterious origins and is
resilient.  The black walnut of the ring
ornamentation and ‘capital’ provides tonal
accent to the maple and represents a wood
that was plentiful throughout the Great Lakes
Basin area in pre-Columbian times. The head
of the Mace is executed in copper and brass.
Copper has played an important role in every
culture, specifically in First Nation
communities.  It is the sign for earth and fire
and the conductor of spiritual energy.
Finally, the head is crowned with the copper
Thunderbird emblematic to Algoma
University.

algomau
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ALGOMA U CONVOCATION 2009

�  Les Dunbar - Distinguished Alumni Award

Les Dunbar, BA 1980 (Economics) was awarded the 2009 Algoma U
Distinguished Alumni Award. Les is an Investment Advisor with Edward Jones.
A leader in his field, Les became Edward Jones’ first Limited Partner in Canada
in 1995. In 2002 he was one of 20 people selected (out of 9000 candidates) to
receive Edward Jones’ Extraordinaire Mentor Award.

A committed volunteer, Les believes in giving back to his community.  Les has
been actively involved with many organizations including the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind, Downtown Rotary Club, and the United Way.
His volunteer activity has been recognized with numerous awards, including
the Trillium National Award and the 2006 City of Sault Ste. Marie Mayor’s
Award.

Committed to the success of Algoma University, Les is an active volunteer on
many Algoma U committees. He is a member of the Algoma University Board
of Governors, the Algoma U Foundation Board and the Alumni Council.

� From left: Dr. Arthur H. Perlini, Academic Dean, Algoma University;
Professor Jim Gibson and Dr. Gayle Broad.

Nevin Buconjic - Alumni Achievement Award  �

Nevin Buconjic, BA (Computer Science) is the recipient of the 2009 Algoma
U Alumni Achievement Award.

A Strategic Business Advisor with the Ministry of Natural Resources, Nevin
also has a B.Sc. in Marketing and Management, a MBA and Economic
Developer’s Certification (2007).

While working on his Accelerated Degree in Computer Science in 2001 at
Algoma U, Nevin was struck by the lack of enthusiasm that elementary age
students had for computers. Nevin set out to change their attitudes and
interests by teaching young people skills in web-design and video game
design. His passion for computers and entrepreneurship led Nevin to create
Adventures in Computing summer camps, now in its 9th year.

Over the years, Nevin has mentored, taught and worked with hundreds of
students and young people in the topics of entrepreneurship, computers
and technology.  He currently writes a technology column for Fresh
Magazine and teaches both computer and business courses at Algoma U
and Sault College.

Professor Jim Gibson - Distinguished Faculty Award

Professor Jim Gibson has devoted virtually his entire professional
career to Algoma University. He earned his Bachelor of Arts and
his Master of Arts from the University of Manitoba.  Professor
Gibson has been a major participant in the university’s
development. Over the past 40 years, he has served on every major
committee and has assumed leadership in many forms, including
the position of Academic Dean for 7 years and Acting President
for 6 months. Aside from his university experiences he has been
an active member of the community participating on many
committees and boards around Sault Ste. Marie.

As a professor in the Department of English and Language studies,
his teaching has been exemplary. He is deeply committed to
teaching, learning, and maintaining high academic standards for
our students. He has been strengthening minds and inspiring
student for four decades.
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Algoma University Alumni now have an
official page on Facebook.  We’ve added
graduation pictures and dozens of other
photos from days gone by at Algoma U,
and we’ll continue to add photos from the
archives. We’ll also be updating the page
with Alumni news and events, and keeping
alumni informed about current news from
Algoma U. Visit the page, become a fan
and connect with old friends!
Go to:
www.facebook.com/algomau.alumni
Or visit: www.algomau.ca/alumni
and follow the Facebook link.

KEEPING IN TOUCH - A MESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI OFFICE
This is the time of year when students and their families pour over view books and course calendars,
attend information sessions and fairs, scour websites and engage in endless discussions about post-
secondary education options. I remember it well, because this time last year our family was engaged
in the same process.

Choosing a university is a decision that is not taken lightly. A great deal of time and effort goes into
researching programs, location, scholarships, fees - the list goes on and on.  In the end we hope our
children make the choice that is best for them and one that suits their career goals.

Algoma University has a lot to offer students.  I hear this from alumni who often speak about the many
opportunities Algoma U provided them, how important it was for them as students to know their
professors and for their professors to know them.  Alumni tell me the classroom was the community
and the community was the classroom, and as students they had opportunities to work directly with

professionals in their chosen field.

Algoma University is a growing institution and it is an exciting place to be.  A little over a year ago we became Ontario’s newest
university.  This fall we welcomed Algoma University’s graduating class of 2013 and in four years time I look forward to welcoming
these students to the Algoma University Alumni family.

Convocation is such a special time, for graduates and their families, and also for the faculty and staff who have worked with and
supported these students through their years of studies. It’s a time to reflect on all of the hard work and to celebrate each one’s
accomplishments.  I am particularly looking forward to Convocation 2013 when I have the opportunity to welcome my daughter
to the Algoma University Alumni Family and to celebrate her achievements.

Yes after months of research, preparation and careful review of all of her options and choices - my daughter chose to attend
Algoma University because it was right for her.  As a parent, I couldn’t be more pleased!

Algoma University - You’ll Love It Here!

For more information, contact Bev Teller at (705) 949-2301 ext. 4125 or by e-mail at: bev.teller@algomau.ca.

Bev Teller, CFRE,
Alumni & Development Officer

Tanya Running, BA 1999 (Psychology) lives
in Sault Ste. Marie.  She and her husband
Randy, have two boys, ages 3 1/2 and 3
months. Tanya is a very busy person. She
works for Sault College as a Student
Recruitment Officer and in her spare time she
enjoys demonstrating and selling products
for Pampered Chef.

Maria La Tassa, BA 1982 (Modern Languages)
is a French Teacher with the Algoma District
School Board.  Maria has taught for 25 years
and is currently teaching at Northern Heights
Public School.  Maria fondly remembers her
days at Algoma U and is excited at how the
university has grown - especially now that her
son Vincent is also a student at Algoma
University.  Vincent is carrying on the tradition
of his mother’s (and one day to be his) alma
mater.

Jody Rebek-DiCerbo, BBA 1997 and her
husband Lorenzo DiCerbo welcomed their
first child, a baby boy, on June 21, 2009.  Mateo
Lorenzo DiCerbo arrived as a special Father’s
Day blessing, weighing 7 lbs., 9 oz. and
measuring 20 inches. Congratulations Jody
and Lorenzo!

Christopher Los, BA Hons 2007 (History) is
pursuing his master of arts studies at the
University of Guelph in History. Christopher
was recently awarded one of the Social

Sciences and Humanities Research Council
of Canada’s awards - the J. Armand
Bombardier CGS Master’s Scholarship. This
prestigious scholarship, valued at $17,500, is
part of the Government of Canada’s new
Canada Graduate Scholarships program
which supports 2,000 doctoral students and
2,000 master’s students each year.  “The J.
Armand Bombardier CGS Master’s programs
seeks to develop research skills and assist in
the training of highly qualified personnel by
supporting students in the social sciences and
humanities who demonstrate a high standard
of achievement in undergraduate and early
graduate studies. This program, together with
the SSHRC Doctoral Awards and Postdoctoral
Fellowships programs, helps train Canada’s
researchers and leaders of tomorrow.”

Barbara (Gioia) Naccarato, BA 2000
(Psychology) and her husband Jason are
pleased to welcome the arrival of their first
child, a precious little girl, Karmyn Emma.
Karmyn was born in Windsor, ON, on May 22,
2009, weighing 7 lbs., 4 ozs.  Congratulations
to the Naccarato family!

Matt Shoemaker, BA, 2009 (Political Science)
is continuing his education at the University
of Ottawa. Matt is continuing his studies in
law and plans on returning to Sault Ste. Marie
in the future to practice law.
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She hopes to take her art into the
communities to speak about how she
addresses her feelings, and how people can
chose to move forward in a positive, non-
destructive manner. “It’s important that the
truth is told - and no one can tell it for us.”
She recently had her first opportunity to show
some of her paintings and drawings on
campus, speaking about her experience to
incoming frosh.

LIFELONG LEARNING
Shirley Horn, B.A. Fine Arts

By: Nadine Robinson

A path of lifelong learning bonds
Shirley Horn to Algoma University.  She first
attended the Shingwauk Residential School,
located on what is today Algoma University’s
campus, at age six. Over 55 years later Horn
graduated from Algoma U with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts with honours, in the spring of 2009.

When she crossed the stage, her family
cheered and snapped photos from the
audience. Among those present were her
daughter, Jutta Horn, a CESD graduate from
Algoma University, and great granddaughter
Alicia, whom Horn hopes to one day see
draped in Algoma University’s colours at her
own graduation.

The oldest in her class, she remembers
being treated as an equal, but enjoyed giving
grandmotherly advice to her younger
classmates. “They inspired me and I believe I
inspired them. We all supported each other
and that was great!  I encourage anyone, any
race, any age, or station in life to move on,
learn new things, and embellish their passions.
Algoma University is a great place to do so.”

Horn raves about her time at Algoma U.
“It was a great experience. The class size allows
you to build relationships and lasting
friendships with students and professors.”

Speaking about her choice of degree
program she said: “I was always interested in
art, and recognized I had some talent, but
wanted to get the formal education.
Algoma University was the right choice for me.
I believe it was my destiny to revisit it. It has
a lot to offer.”

Horn is drawn to sculpture with natural
materials, but sees her future creative work
focused on producing art that reflects her
residential school experiences.

ALGOMA U PEOPLE

As one of the founders of the Children of
Shingwauk Alumni Association and the
National Residential School Survivor Society,
Horn understands the importance of the
healing process and says: “I have a history
here. This place is an incredible part of my
journey and it has led me to where I am today...
I will always have a relationship with Algoma
University.”
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