MINUTES OF SENATE
ALGOMA UNIVERSITY
Sixth Regular Meeting of 2018-2019

February 1, 2019

Humanities Faculty 
N. Boyle, L. Burnett, M. DiSanto, B. Douville [PTF], W. Johnston, C. Ross, N. Shaw, E. Turgeon
[regrets: R. Rutherdale; absent: M. Graydon]
Social Science Faculty
C. Denomme, D. Galotta, S. Gruner, J. Hermida, H. Hornstein, A. Gordon, H. Luitel, T. Tchir
[absent: R. Cameron, R. Winter [PTF]]
Science Faculty
L. Bloomfield [Speaker], S. Butler [PTF], N. Cameron, Y. Feng, I. Imre, C. Reed-Elder, B. Schamp, S. Xu  
[regrets: D. Keough, W. Osei]
Other Members
P. Danquah, M. Ditoro, E. Riauka, M. Jones, D. Marasco [Secretary], D. Rogers, S. Shaver  
[regrets: Q. Meawasige, A. Vezina; absent: M. Case, S. Roach]
The Speaker called the meeting of Senate to order at 1:06pm.   
19.02.01 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

· Moved (Keough/Turgeon): that the agenda for the February 1, 2019 meeting of Senate be approved.
A request was made to move 19.02.03.02 after 19.02.08 OTHER BUSINESS to discuss the nominations.

Motion carried.
19.02.02
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the meeting of January 11, 2019
· Moved (Schamp/Keough): that Senate approve the minutes from the meeting of 
January 11, 2019.
Motion carried.
19.02.03
BUSINESS ARISING (for action or information) 


19.02.03.01
SENEX – Teaching & Learning and Technical Support Committee
· Moved (Schamp/Burnett): that Senate approve the following membership for the Teaching & Learning and Technical Support Committee of Senate:

· Dr. Paulette Steeves, Humanities Faculty

· Dr. David Brodbeck, Science Faculty

· Professor Pelham Matthews, Social Science Faculty

· Dr. Donna Rogers, Academic Dean

· Mark Jones, Librarian

· Danny Reid, Information Technology

· Dawn White, Program Quality and Experiential Learning

· Kassidy Armstrong, Shingwauk Anishinaabe Students’ Association

· Chardon Kozak, Algoma University Students’ Association
Carried.
19.02.04
DECISION ITEMS (for action)



19.02.04.01
Post-Graduate Certificate in Health Science 
· Moved (Schamp/Reed-Elder): that Senate approve the following requirements of the Post-Graduate Certificate in Health Science [PCERT.HSCN] as submitted by the Department of Biology and the Department of Psychology:
Program Requirements:
Chemistry Course List [6 credits]

CHMI 1006 General Chemistry I*
CHMI 1007 General Chemistry II*
Biology Course List [9 credits]

BIOL 2007 Genetics
BIOL 2026 Microbiology
BIOL 3126 Human Anatomy and Physiology I
BIOL 3127 Human Anatomy and Physiology II
BIOL 3626 Epidemiology

BIOL 4256 Nutritional Science
BIOL 4596 Special Topics in Health Science
Psychology Course List [9 credits]

PSYC 2617 Human Neuropsychology
PSYC 3506 Neuropharmacology
PSYC 3606 Psychopathology I
PSYC 3607 Psychopathology II
PSYC 4206 Philosophical Foundations of Clinical and Counselling Psychology
PSYC 4207 Practical Approaches to Psychotherapy
PSYC 4596 Special Topics in Health Sciences
Elective Course List [6 credits]
BIOL 3556 Concepts in Health Informatics
ENGL 1006 Reading for Life
ENGL 1007 Writing for Life
PHIL 1116 Critical Thinking

PHIL 2346 Principles of Biomedical Ethics
PHIL 2347 Biomedical Ethics: Case Studies
SOCI 2156 Critical Analysis of the Canadian Health System
SOCI 2406 Sociology of Mental Health
SOCI 3817 Sociology of Aging
*Students admitted to the certificate program who have completed the introductory Chemistry courses may complete 6 additional credits from the Biology Course List or one or both of:

BIOL 3716/CHMI 3016 Biochemistry I
BIOL 3717/CHMI 3017 Biochemistry II

**Students admitted to the certificate program that have equivalent courses from their undergraduate degree program will complete other courses from the respective lists.

Admission Requirements: university undergraduate degree with a minimum of 75% [B+] overall average.  International applicants must provide documentation of language proficiency as per Algoma University’s current language requirements. 
Graduation Requirements: Minimum grade of 60% in required introductory courses* and 60% overall average in all courses required for the certificate.
Rationale:

This program will provide students who have completed an undergraduate degree with an additional, focused 10 courses related to the field of Health Sciences.  Strengths of the program include breadth, with courses available to students that span from the general (e.g., Genetics) to the more specific (e.g., Cancer Biology). The proposed certificate also approaches the topic of Health Sciences from the viewpoint of multiple disciplines (e.g., biology, psychology, philosophy, sociology. Finally, the proposed certificate includes elective courses in English that emphasize life-long learning, as well as communications.

The program gives opportunities to all graduates, regardless of degree, to expand their education at Algoma University. This is consistent with the Algoma University’s vision as a predominantly undergraduate university. It is also consistent with Algoma’s special mission, in that it provides opportunities for expanded learning at Algoma University to students who come from any other undergraduate program. The proposed certificate is consistent with the strategic plan in terms of expanded educational opportunities in the Health Sciences. 
This proposed certificate addresses Algoma’s Strategic Plan Objective #22, which states: “Examine high-demand inter-institutional programming that builds on existing strengths”. Consultation with external companies that match international students with Canadian Universities identified Health Sciences as being in-demand.  The Biology program has been growing steadily since it was founded, and therefore represents an existing strength.
This proposal addresses Algoma’s Strategic Mandate Agreement (2017-2020) which lists both Biology and Psychology as “programs of strength” that should be built upon.  This certificate builds on these strengths.
All the courses for this certificate already exist and are currently rostered at Algoma.  Furthermore, evidence both from discussions with current students as well as with outside consultants, student interest in the Health Sciences is high, and this aggregation of relevant courses, with recognition as a certificate, should bring more students to Algoma University.  Biology is currently an area of research strength, which we hope to build upon by eventually hiring a faculty member with a Health Science research focus and accompanying expertise.
Program level learning outcomes include:

1. Develop an increased knowledge of the current state of Health Sciences

2. Build strong critical thinking skills

3. Become increasingly aware of the scientific literature related to Health Sciences

4. Develop an increased understanding of human biology

5. Build strong communication skills, both written and oral

6. Gain a multi-disciplinary awareness of the health sciences

Carried.
19.02.05
INFORMATION ITEMS (reports of committees)


19.02.05.01
Quality Assurance Committee
The committee provided a written report including information on quality assurance processes currently in progress as well as the program review schedule.


19.02.05.02
Presentation on Academic Integrity

Dr. Imre presented an information session on academic integrity.



19.02.05.03
Presentation of the School of Life Science and the Environment

Dr. Schamp presented on the School of Life Science and the Environment

19.02.06
STANDING REPORTS



19.02.06.01
Board of Governors Representative
A written report was submitted.


19.02.06.02
Dean’s Report
The Dean submitted a written report.


19.02.06.03
President’s Report
No report submitted.

19.02.07
DISCUSSION AND QUESTION PERIOD

None.
19.02.08
OTHER BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS
The Speaker entertained a motion to move in camera to discuss the nominations for Honourary Degree, Distinguished Faculty Award and the Senate Award.

· Moved (Hermida/Rogers): that Senate move in camera.
Motion carried. 

· Moved (Gordon/Boyle): that Senate move out of camera.

Motion carried.

The Speaker requested a motion to approve the motions that were approved in camera.

· Moved (Marasco/Rogers): that Senate approve the motions that were approved while the Senate was in camera.

Motion carried. (one abstention).

The names of the Honorary Degree, Honourary Member of Algoma University (Senate Award) and the Distinguished Faculty Award nominations [investiture June 8, 2019] should be considered confidential and will not be published until it is deemed appropriate by the Office of the President.  
Senators are reminded that the motions were voted in camera and the names of the nominations should not be made public by any member for any reason.

19.02.09
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Aziz will be presenting a lecture immediately after Senate about the economic impact of interprovincial migration.
The Fine Arts Society will be hosting a Fine Arts social highlighting works of art on February 7th in the Speak Easy.
19.02.10
ADJOURNMENT

· Moved (Johnston/Danquah): that Senate adjourn.
Motion carried. [Senate adjourned at 2:20pm]
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