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Message from Interim President and Vice-Chancellor Dr. Donna Rogers 

Boozhoo, Bonjour, Hello, 

The Spring term is underway, and I’m looking forward to a productive semester across all three 
campuses.  

Following the conclusion of the federal election, we are intensifying our outreach to the newly 
elected officials. This is a crucial step in our advocacy for Algoma and our students, especially in 
the face of provincial funding challenges and evolving international student policies. Our primary 
goal remains to ensure that the voices of our communities in Sault Ste. Marie, Brampton, and 
Timmins are effectively represented in decisions affecting post-secondary education. 

Makwa Waakaa’igan Progress Update 

As Board members know, Maple Reinders began mobilizing on site the week of March 17. The 
demolition permit was issued in early April, and the East Wing was disconnected from 
Shingwauk Hall. By the end of April, demolition was 90% complete, with only the concrete slab 
remaining. Site infrastructure work will continue through May, with excavation for new footings 
set to begin in early June. The Makwa Waakaa’igan working group is also planning an 
earth-turning event ahead of that milestone. 

Office of the Registrar 

This month, the Registrar’s Office and Student Affairs were reorganized to better align student 
services and enhance support throughout the student journey. The University Registrar now 
reports directly to the Interim President and Vice-Chancellor, with the role expanded to 
University Registrar and Executive Director, Student Services. The Associate Vice-President, 
Student Affairs, now reports to the Registrar. 

This new structure, which is designed to provide a more integrated student experience, is a 
clear reflection of our unwavering commitment to improving student retention. 

Following the successful launch of Colleague phase one in March, our teams are now diligently 
working on enhancing its functionality, resolving any issues, and expanding its tools for the 
benefit of our students, staff, and faculty. In addition, the Registrar’s Office is collaborating with 
I.T. to upgrade InfoSilem to a cloud-based system, which will offer improved scheduling 
capabilities and seamless integration with Colleague. 
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School of Graduate Studies 

I'm delighted to share that the Ontario Universities Council on Quality Assurance (OUCQA) has 
approved all new master’s programs: the MSc in Computer Science, the Master of Global 
Business and Economy, and the MSc in Business Analytics. These programs, a testament to 
our commitment to academic excellence, will undoubtedly make us all proud. 

Faculty Graduate Committees have been established for each program, with membership 
confirmed through the support of the Faculties of Business and Economics and Computer 
Science and Technology. These committees are now actively reviewing applications and issuing 
admission decisions. 

Office of Research and Innovation Updates 

This month, the Office of Research and Innovation (ORI) will soft-launch its professional 
development workshop series for faculty and staff, beginning with a session on Research 
Security, Safeguarding Science. This session marks the first in a recurring series of workshops 
launching in the fall.  
 
With funding from the 2025–26 federal Research Support Fund (RSF), ORI will recruit a fully 
RSF-funded Research Outreach Officer to help boost grant revenue, enhance research impact, 
and support the growth of our research portfolio. This year’s RSF allocation also enables us to 
launch initial initiatives addressing faculty-identified needs and to strengthen key research 
resources within Library Services. 

National Centre of Excellence for Immersive Technologies 

XR Accelerator Program: Nine early-stage ventures—including one international—have joined 
Canada’s first XR-focused accelerator. The cohort spans real-time 3D, XR, and AI technologies. 
Mentor recruitment and preparations for commercialization, IP, and investor-readiness sessions 
are underway. The hybrid program begins June 2. 
 
XR Courses and Academic Integration: The XR curriculum and stackable pathways will 
launch in early 2025, supported by PACE, CTL, and I.T. Internship courses from the Faculty of 
Computer Science and Technology are pending Senate approval. 
 
Strategic Partnerships: The National Centre of Excellence for Immersive Technologies is 
pursuing partnerships with the Brampton Board of Trade, RBC Foundation, SSM Innovation 
Centre, and others to drive regional development and inclusive talent growth through immersive 
tech. 

Information Technology Updates 
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Phase 2 planning for the new Student Information System (SIS) is underway, focusing on bug 
fixes and enhancements through monthly agile sprints. Future phases are being reprioritized to 
fast-track the launch of key Financials and Expense Management systems. 

Recent University Achievements 

Student Recruitment: Algoma’s Brampton campus hosted its first indoor cricket tournament, 
engaging students from four local high schools through sport and interactive sessions 
showcasing academic programs and campus life. 

BRIDGE Lab Research Symposium: The BRIDGE Lab held its second annual symposium at 
the Sault campus, highlighting student and faculty research on innovation, sustainability, and 
regional growth. 

Inaugural Biology Symposium: The Biology Department hosted its first Graduate Symposium, 
featuring student research and a keynote from Dr. Roberta Bondar, celebrating innovation in 
biological sciences. 

I extend my heartfelt thanks to all our colleagues and Board members for your unwavering 
dedication and invaluable contributions to Algoma University. Your efforts are truly appreciated 
and make a significant difference. Chi-miigwech, merci, and thank you for all you do. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Donna M. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Interim President and Vice-Chancellor​
Algoma University  
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